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River Murray water resources 
update and the Basin Plan
Bruce Campbell, MDBA

28 May 2009

Rainfall for three months to Apr 2009
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Three Year Rainfall Deciles 

River Murray Inflows
Average and Selected Years



6/18/2009

3

Allocations Across Southern MDB:
2007/08 to 2008/09

1 Dec 07 31 May 08 1 Dec 08 30 Apr 09

NSW Murrumbidgee High Security 90% 90% 95% 95%

General Security 0% 13% 11% 21%

Murray High Security 0%
(Plus a credit from 

previous year’s 
suspended water)

0% 95% 95%

Gen Security 0%
(Plus a credit from 

previous year’s 
suspended water)

0% 2% 9%

Victoria Murray Water Right 26% 43% 24% 35%

Goulburn Water Right 37% 57% 21% 33%

SA 22% 32% 15% 18%

Current storage levels

• Dartmouth Dam 21%
• Hume Reservoir 6%
• Lake Victoria 21%
• Menindee Lakes 13%
• Total MDBA active storage 11%
• Whole of Basin storage 17%
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Murray system active storage

Summary

• Rainfall for Jan - May 2009 – below average

• 2008-09 tracking as 3rd or 4th driest on record

• MDBA active storage is only 11 % capacity. 

• Basin wide storage is only 17%

• Continuation of special water distribution 
arrangements for 2009-10 are likely.  

• Prospects for irrigation in 2009-10 are highly 
dependent on future rainfall and inflows.   
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The Murray-Darling Basin Plan

Water Act 2007

• Enable Commonwealth in conjunction with 
States to manage Basin’s water resources in 
the national interest

• Give effect to international agreements, 
optimise economic, social and environmental 
outcomes

• Ensure environmental sustainability and in this 
context, maximise net economic returns to the 
Australian community

• Provide greater certainty for all uses of Basin’s 
water resources

(after Water Act 2007)
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Murray-Darling Basin Authority

• statutory agency under the Water Act 2007

• Authority Board - Chair, Chief Executive, 4 members 
(and approx. 250 staff)

• expertise based

• role
� prepare the Basin Plan, monitor, enforce compliance

� advise on the accreditation of state water resource plans

� establish a water rights information service

� measure and monitor water resources

� engage the community

� former Murray-Darling Basin Commission 
responsibilities

Governance arrangements

• Water Act creates new governance 
arrangements for the Basin

• Commonwealth Minister 
responsible for approving the Basin 
Plan and tabling it in Parliament

• Ministerial Council & Basin Officials 
Committee provide advice to MDBA 
and Commonwealth Minister about 
the Basin Plan 
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Basis of the Plan

The Challenge

• looking at the basin as a whole
– a catchment without political boundaries 

• Basin Plan will be science and evidence 
based

• key instrument is the sustainable diversion 
limit
– and the associated SWQMP and EWP
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Sustainable Diversion Limits

Section 20: Purpose of Basin Plan

… is to provide for the integrated management of the 

Basin water resources …, in particular by providing 

for:

(b) the establishment and enforcement of 

environmentally sustainable limits on the quantities of 

surface water and ground water that may be taken 

from the Basin water resources ……

Before the Basin Plan 
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After the Basin Plan

Illustration of timing and amount of Basin water 
resources influenced by Basin Plan (draft)
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Timelines and phases


